
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Letter of Friends in Philadelphia to Friends in Ireland. 125 



LETTEB OF FEIENDS IN PHILADELPHIA TO 
FBIENDS IN IBELAND, SOLICITING AID DUEING 
THE OCCUPATION OP PHILADELPHIA BY THE 
BEITISH. 

Extract of a letter from several Friends in Philadelphia 
to John Fothergill, David Barclay, Daniel Mildred, Jacob 
Hagen, Thomas Corbyn, Mark Beaufoy, John Eliot, and 
Richard Chester. 

" Philadelphia, 16"> 12 th Month 1777. 

"Esteemed Fkiends, — As many Friends residing in this city, as 
could be conveniently collected on a short notice, met together last even- 
ing, and after a free conference on the present distressing state of them- 
selves and fellow-citizens, and the prospect of its increasing, from the 
scarcity and consequent dearness of provisions and fuel, they appointed 
us to write you their united sense thereof; which we shall endeavour to 
do in as brief a manner as we can, and the apparent causes thereof. 

" First, On the apprehension of the British forces intending to attack 
this city, Congress, and the powers who act in conjunction with them, 
ordered all the provisions out of the city, except what would serve the 
consumption of its inhabitants a very short time ; and have prevented 
supplies from coming, except in small parcels. Upon the British taking 
possession of the city and suburbs, resolves of Congress, and a law made 
by the rulers of this province, as also New-Jersey, were published, de- 
claring such persons liable to be put to death, who should be found 
bringing any provisions or fuel into the city ; and to enforce it, great 
numbers of light troops in the continental pay are continually employed 
in preventing the supply of provision, either by land or water, from the 
three lower counties and New- Jersey, as well as from every part of this 
province, except what lies between Schuylkill and the line of redoubts, 
which small neck of land is much desolated by the proceedings of the 
army since they came, and does not contain fuel enough for the inhabit- 
ants this winter. 

"Thus circumstanced are upwards of twenty thousand inhabitants, 
exclusive of the army, seamen, and many refugees. Flour is sold for 
near three guineas per hundred, ship bread more ; beef and pork, and all 
other provisions, and fuel nearly in the same proportion. These dis- 
tresses are greatly increased to most of the inhabitants, by the traders 
who came with and followed the fleet, as well as the drawers of bills for 
the supplies of the army and navy, refusing, for some time past, to take 
our old legal paper currency in payment, at a time when few have any 
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silver or gold, even of those who are allowed to be wealthy; means 
having been devised for two years past to deprive the inhabitants of 
them: from which circumstance (painful to us) we have it not in our 
power to procure sterling bills of exchange to answer the purchase of the 
undermentioned articles, which we think we have much reason to fear 
we shall be greatly distressed for the want of, by the time they arrive ; 
and much more so than usual, even if there should be some favourable 
change in the proceedings of the contending parties, as we cannot have 
the supplies of salted provisions next spring and summer, as in other 
past years, the country being scarce of salt; General Howe having 
strictly forbid its being sent out of the city ; and the destruction and 
havock made by the two armies for many miles round the city, is gen- 
erally very great and afflicting ; many of our peaceable brethren being 
stripped of nearly their all, as to provision, live stock, bedding, and 
apparel. 

"And therefore, from the many proofs which our brethren in your 
nation have given us of their affectionate regard for our well-being, as 
well as their truly benevolent disposition, Friends met as above, and 
desired us to solicit your procuring and shipping, on their account, as 
expeditiously as you can, and from such ports and places as you may 
judge best, in good sailing vessels, insuring the amount against all risks, 
as far as you can, the following articles : 

" One thousand barrels best Irish beef; or equivalent thereto, if in 
tierces. 

" Four hundred barrels best Irish pork. 

" Two hundred kegs best Cork, or other best Irish butter. 

" One thousand hundred weight of good wheat meal. 

" Five hundred hundred weight of best ship biscuit. 

" Five hundred bushels best pease, or, if cheap, one thousand bushels. 

" Twenty-five pounds sterling value in oat-meal. 

" Twenty-five pounds sterling value in hulled barley. 

"Fifty pounds sterling value in double Gloucester cheese. 

" Fifty pounds sterling value in Cheshire ditto. 

" A quantity of good Hampshire or other bacon well cured, we think 
will be very useful and acceptable. 

"Two hundred chaldrons large coal. 

" And we have unanimously agreed to assure you, that you shall be 
reimbursed (for the advances yourselves, and other Friends on your side, 
may make for payment thereof) so soon as they are in a capacity to do 
it ; which we hope, notwithstanding our present sufferings and gloomy 
prospects, Divine Providence will enable us to do. And we were desired 
to mention to you, with a view that it might be known to Friends gen- 
erally throughout the nation, that the wants and distresses of the poorer 
sort of people, and many who were in better circumstances until lately, 
are such as we consider it our duty to recommend as objects of great want 
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and compassion ; and assure you, that any charitable donations which 
may be made, and arrive here for their benefit, Friends will hand out 
with great care and fidelity. 

" We rest, with great affection and esteem, 

" Your loving Friends 
"Samuel EMLEN,jun., John Keynell, 
"Joshua Howell, Owen Jones, 

"William Fisher, Hugh Eobeets, 

"Abel James, Bobert Waln, 

"John Drinker, Nicholas Waln, 

"Joseph Bringhurst." 



" TO FRIENDS OF ULSTER AND MUNSTER, AND TO THE 
MONTHLY-MEETINGS OP LEINSTER PROVINCE. 

" Dear Friends, — The foregoing Extract, having been laid before 
the Province-Meeting for Leinster, held at Mountrath the 17 th inst. as 
also a letter from our friend John Eliot of London, to our correspond- 
ents in this city, informing them, ' that a subscription had been set on 
foot in England, for the relief of our brethren in America, to supply 
them from time to time with provisions and other necessaries, in which 
it was agreed they might let their neighbours share with them as they 
should think proper ; and that the Friends in London, who have this 
matter under their care, apprehended it might be expedient for Friends 
in this nation to set forward a like subscription.' 

"The said Province-Meeting having taken the distressed state of our 
Friends in America into solid consideration, recommended a liberal sub- 
scription for their relief, to be set on foot here without delay ; And that 
Dublin-Mens-Meeting should have the aforesaid extract immediately 
reprinted, and their respective proportions sent to each Monthly-meeting 
in this province, as also to the provinces of Ulster and Munster; in con- 
fidence that the Friends of those two provinces would approve of our 
proceedings in this respect, and concur with us therein. 

"And on this occasion we earnestly desire that the minds of all 
amongst us may be bowed into a deep sympathy with our suffering 
friends in America, to be ready according to ability, to relieve their 
necessities and mitigate their distresses, remembering the apostolic ex- 
hortation, ' to do good and to communicate, forget not : for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased.' 

"And it is desired that the contributions for this purpose be remitted 
to our friends John Dawson Coates or Joseph Pike, in Dublin, who are 
appointed to receive the same. 

" Signed in and on behalf of our Men's-meeting held in Dublin the 
17 th of 3 rd month 1778, by 

" James Gough, Clerk to said Meeting." 



